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Name: ________________________

Castle Builder







During the Medieval era of history, life was lived by a very different set of political, economic, and social rules. The only form of government was a monarchy where the king or queen ruled by “divine right.” “Divine right” simply meant that God appointed the king or queen to rule with absolute power. The main economic system was feudalism in which the king appointed a baron or knight to oversee a portion of his land in return for loyalty and protection in case of invasion.  The baron or knight would oversee the serfs who labored on the land in return for protection given by the baron or knight.  A baron has commissioned you to create a castle for him!  But first you will need to do some research and prep work.  
Step 1—Daily Life


To begin your research look at the Internet site “Life in a Medieval Castle” which will give you a good look at daily life in a castle. This site can be found at http://www.castlewales.com/life.html
Answer the following questions in complete sentences on separate paper:

1. What is the importance of a “Great Hall” in a castle?


2. What did a typical hall look like?  Flooring?  Lighting?


3. Describe how heating was accomplished in the Medieval halls.


4. Describe the kitchens usually found in Medieval castles.


5. Explain how the main bedrooms and guest bedrooms were laid out in the castle.


6. What were squints used for?


7. Did castles have water accessible on all floors?  Explain.


8. Where was the chapel located in early castles?


9. How are guests seated when they come for dinner?


10. List four things you learned about knights. (use Google to search this)
Step 2—The Baron’s Castle Specifications


Once you have taken notes on the life of the castle inhabitants, you are ready to review the Baron specific requirements. Use the Internet’s “Glossary of Castle Terms” (http://www.castlesontheweb.com/glossary.html) to identify each thing that the Baron is requiring in his castle. Write the definition of each word on a separate sheet of paper (you can use the same one you used for the questions) and keep it next to your model for reference. Be sure you do not leave anything the Baron wants out (he is not a forgiving man), so review the list carefully!


1.  allure




2.  arch






3.  bailey






4.  battlement





5.  buttery


6.  donjon or keep
7.  drawbridge
8.  dungeon
9.  gallery
10. garderobe
11. gate house

12. great chamber
13. great hall
14. moat

15. murder holes

16. nave

17. outer curtain





18. postern gate


 


19. turret






20. wicket

Step 3—Castle Layout and Design


Now that you have researched several different castles, it is time to begin a blueprint of the Baron’s Castle. Begin by establishing the dimensions of the castle, making sure it is large enough to accommodate all of the castle inhabitants, including the serfs, in case of a siege.


Next, draw an outline of the main castle and of all the outbuildings that you will need.  Include all gardens and food storage facilities that you will need. Remember food capacity is crucial to survive in case the castle is under siege. Some sieges lasted for over a year in Medieval times!


Use a ruler to draw the dimensions of the castle to scale. Drawing to scale means you must choose a standard scale for measuring so that each building is in proportion with the others.  For example, each 10 square feet of castle space may equal 1 inch on your blueprint. You may choose your own scale. Be sure that each area of your blueprint is clearly marked with dimensions and has its function clearly labeled.

Step 4—The Model


Now that you have completed your blueprint, begin the construction of the model. Your rendering may take the form of a three-dimensional poster, a three-dimensional model, or a digital representation. Your materials will vary depending of the type of model you produce. You can use just about anything from cardboard to Legos to Rice Krispie Treats. You will then have to present your model (give a tour) to your classmates, showing where your specifications are located and giving any other interesting information about your castle.
Step 5—Reflection

Answer the following questions in complete sentences on separate paper after you have completed your research, and preferably after you have completed your model.


1. Would you have liked to live back in the Medieval times? Explain.


2. Why do we no longer have structures like castles? Why are they no longer necessary?


3. Do you think castles will ever be needed in the future? Explain.


4. What role did the castle play in the life of every person living near it?


